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A WEEK IN THE LIFE OF …

A WEEK IN THE LIFE OF

A DOMESTIC ABUSE
ADVOCACY WORKER
Kate Graham works for ASSIST, the specialist independent service focused on reducing the risk
to and improving the safety of victims of domestic abuse. She is based in Glasgow Sheriff Court.
Monday
Arriving early I prepare for the referrals to come in from the
Police with victims to be contacted prior to today’s Domestic
Abuse Custody Court. We have a whole weekend’s worth of
accused persons waiting for a brief audience in Glasgow Sheriff
Court. I speak to the first victim referral of the day by phone and
introduce the service. I explain the process and ask if she would
like the Court to be made aware of any wishes or concerns she
has. She would be in favour of specific bail conditions being
imposed to prevent her now ex- partner from harassing her at
home or via text message as is his usual pattern. She is scared he
will come to her work. We ask for bail conditions to cover here
too. I explain that there is no certainty in this, but we can ask.
Thankfully this happens and she is relieved to hear this when I
call back to explain what will happen next and give her court
dates.

He was also given a Non-Harassment
Order … before the ink on the order is
even dry, he is arrested for breaching it.
Tuesday
Following on from a MAPPA (Multi Agency Public Protection
Arrangements) meeting the previous week I attend a child
protection case conference. Things have been difficult for this
client as a result of the abuse suffered which has escalated in a
short space of time. The accused was given a custodial sentence
at trial and due to time served was released upon sentencing.
He was also given a Non-Harassment Order preventing him
from contacting our client and prohibiting him from entering
her address. He wastes no time in heading straight to her upon
release and before the ink on the order is even dry, he is arrested
for breaching it. He is given another custodial sentence. Nobody
is optimistic that he will reflect on his conduct while inside, and
we do what we can and wait. We are there to ensure that our
client does not bear the responsibility for the actions of the
accused and ask for appropriate agencies to come in to support
her.
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Wednesday
We contact a client to discuss the sentencing diet
scheduled for the following week. She has low expectations
as this is now the third time that the accused has been
scheduled to appear. She feels that he is avoiding this by not
turning up and this is not being addressed. She has prepared
an impact statement but is disappointed when I explain
that these are not generally used in summary cases. This is
a difficult issue as most domestic cases are summary cases.
I explain that there is a criminal justice social work report
being written and I offer to contact the writer on her behalf
to ask that her views are in some way incorporated. I also
collaborate with her to amend her statement to allow her to
have the spirit of it entered into our report for the Procurator
Fiscal. The advocacy worker in court will speak to the PF and
draw their attention to the content of the report in the hope
that some of it will be conveyed to the Sheriff for sentencing
purposes.
Thursday
A client has contacted to say that she has been receiving
correspondence from her ex-partner in prison. He does not
appear to accept what he has done and insists on seeing
the children. He does not know them as she fled when they
were babies and she has been looking over her shoulder
ever since. Criminal justice social work assessment of this
man post trial is concerning: despite going through a High
Court trial with my client as key witness he believes she
has been coerced into doing this to him and we fear he is
counting the days to their ‘reconciliation’. The client feels
now that it is time to leave her home and her family and
move a considerable distance away. I begin the process of
contacting other local authorities for housing on her behalf.
Friday
A client calls in to say that she has been made aware of
her ex-partner’s intention to appeal his conviction. She is
scared and anxious and tells us this ruined her Christmas.
I contact the PF and they advise that they are confident
that he will serve his sentence. I call the client and offer
reassurance but know that this is of little comfort.
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