Volume 1 | Number 2 | December 2013

SPECIAL ISSUE
ON DESISTANCE
Edited by
Fergus McNeill

ALSO
Mike Nellis on
Electronic Monitoring
Andrew Coyle on
early prison reform in Scotland
Bernadette Monaghan on
Children’s Hearings
Interview with
HMIP David Strang

ISSN 2052-7950
ISSN 2052-7950

9 772052 795005
9 772052 795005

01
01

DESISTANCE

MOVING ON: DESISTANCE AND REHABILITATION

contents

Volume 1:2 December 2013

n Theme: Desistance
Scottish Justice Matters is a publication of the
Scottish Consortium of Crime and Criminal
Justice (SCCCJ). The Consortium is an alliance
of organisations and individuals committed
to better criminal justice policies. It works
to stimulate well informed debate and to
promote discussion and analysis of new ideas:
it seeks a rational, humane, constructive and
rights-based approach to questions of justice
and crime in Scotland.
Editorial Board
Niall Campbell, Hazel Croall, Nancy Loucks,
Alan Mairs, Mary Munro, Alec Spencer,
Alan Staff, Cyrus Tata
Managing editor:
Mary Munro
Consulting editor:
Hazel Croall
Thematic editor for this edition:
Professor Fergus McNeill
Administrator:
Helen Rolph
If you would like to contribute to SJM or have a
proposal for content, please contact
editor@scottishjusticematters.com
Website: www.scottishjusticematters.com
Twitter: @SJMJournal
Magcloud: www.magcloud.com
SJM is free to read digitally but relies on
grants, advertising and donations.
To make a donation please go to:
www.scottishjusticematters.com
Email us at:
info@scottishjusticematters.com
Copyright: Creative Commons AttributionNonCommercial-NoDerivs 2.5 UK: Scotland
license. Before using any of the contents, visit:

Theme editorial by Fergus McNeill

2

Discovering Desistance: Reconfiguring Criminal Justice?
Fergus McNeill, Stephen Farrall, Claire Lightowler and Shadd Maruna

3

Wirral Desistance Project by Rosie Goodwin

7

Reframing the Role of Custody within the Desistance Paradigm
Colin McConnell, Jim Carnie and Hazel Mehta

10

The Importance of Social Relations in Personal Change
Beth Weaver

12

Putting the Pieces Together: Prisoners, Family and Desistance
Cara Jardine

15

A Ray of Light? Women Offenders, Mentoring and Desistance
Alan Mairs and Heather Tolland

17

Desistance: Theory and Reality by Peter White and colleague

19

Desistance and Young People by Briege Nugent and Pamela Barnes

21

n Current issues
Take Five: Five politicians respond to SJMs questions

24

Victims’ Rights in EU by Frida Wheldon

26

A New Children’s Panel for Scotland by Bernadette Monaghan

28

What’s Stopping us from Reducing Re-offending? by John Downie

30

The Scottish Electronic Monitoring Consultation:
Asking the Right Questions by Mike Nellis

31

Visiting My Son in Prison by a Mother

33

n History
Standing on the Shoulders of Giants: Learning from William Brebner
Andrew Coyle

34

n International
Pas de Problème: Problem Solving Courts in France
Martine Herzog-Evans

36

n Review
Policing Scotland: Second Edition Reviewed by Dairmaid Harkin

38

n Interview

http://wiki.creativecommons.org/UK:_Scotland

HM Chief Inspector of Prisons David Strang
Talking to Nancy Loucks

39

Disclaimer: publication of opinion in the SJM
does not imply endorsement by the SCCCJ.

Scottish Justice Brief

41

www.magcloud.com

Scottish Justice Matters is available on the HP MagCloud
service. Here you can download and view for free on the
MagCloud iPad or desktop apps. If you would prefer a
printed copy, MagCloud offers a print-on-demand service.

ISSN 2052-7950 (Print)
ISSN 2052-7969 (Online)
Scottish Consortium on Crime and Criminal Justice is a
registered charity [SC029241]

Scottish Justice Matters : December 2013

1

BOOK REVIEW
Review of “Policing Scotland: Second Edition” (2011),
D.Donnelly and K.Scott (eds), London: Routledge

‘POLICING SCOTLAND’ is an
indispensable companion to any student
of Scottish policing. One of the key
successes is to create a collection that
has the rigour and depth expected
by scholarly audiences, without the
academic jargon which is off-putting
to more casual readers. It walks the line
of being both an excellent resource for
experienced, professional researchers
and a point-of-entry for those taking an
interest in Scottish policing.
The central function of this collection
is an important one: to appreciate and
honour the distinctiveness of Scotland’s
public constabulary and its history. As a
full time researcher of Scottish policing
there is a frustration in the inequality
of research that can be found covering
England and Wales with the quantity
of research focused on Scotland. This
frustration is compounded when
academics, foreign or domestic, talk of
‘British policing’, or ‘the British bobby’.
Do they mean ‘English policing’, and
the ‘English bobby’? Probably. There
is a need for the appreciation of the
‘Scottishness’ of Scottish policing, the
central objective of this collection
(Donnelly and Scott, 2011, p.1).
There are broadly two types of
chapters in this collection: there are
those chapters dedicated to outlining
the particular organisational and legal
frameworks that exist in Scotland, and
then others analysing how Scotland has
its own socio-political characteristics
that shape the policing experience.
The former tells us about the formal
differences between Scotland and
elsewhere: particular mention, for
instance, should go to Donnelly and
Scott’s chapter on the governance and
accountability frameworks of Scottish
38

policing, and also Pennycook’s outline
of police powers, human rights, and
black-letter law in Scotland. The latter,
meanwhile, tell us about the cultural
differences of how policing in Scotland
has developed - those differences that
emerge from the particular peculiarities
of Scottish society, politics, and
temperament. Nicholson for instance
discusses the relationship between
youths and the police, and Burnett
and Harrigan discuss the relationship
between ethnic minorities and the
police. Both offer a view that Scotland
has a more benign relationship to these
populations, which have traditionally and
comparatively proved contentious for
constabularies.
‘Policing Scotland’ is at it’s strongest
when outlining the formal differences
between Scotland and elsewhere,
whereas it is at its weakest when
applying analysis and author-judgement
of the cultural differences. The formal
differences are self-evident, but the
cultural differences are a matter of
author perspective and evaluation; and
when 8 out of 16 authors are serving or
ex-police, the critical perspective of this
book is subsequently diminished. A voice
like Gordon (1980) which takes a more
critical view of the history of Scottish
policing gets only a courtesy or passing
recognition. Scotland may have a more
benign police force than comparable
neighbours, but a less emphatic
presentation of the success of Scottish
policing would be appreciated.
The central objective of this collection
is to highlight the distinctiveness
of Scottish policing, and in this, it
is a success. An inclusion of a more
sociologically equipped perspective to
question the distinctiveness of Scottish

policing would be welcome. In the past,
Walker (1999) for instance has previously
discussed the ‘distinctive but broadly
familiar’ nature of policing in Scotland,
and Gorringe and Rosie (2010) offer
an excellent examination of whether
‘Scottishness’ is an indulged fiction
of the police, or a genuine defining
trait. This collection lacks this level of
circumspection, but then, this isn’t really
it’s purpose and final judgement can be
left to the readers. ‘Policing Scotland’
is a great resource and reliable starting
point for students of Scottish policing.
The inevitable update and third edition
will have to take stock of the move to a
single, national police force, and as the
indicators here show, it will do so with
great clarity, expertise, and exactness.
Donnelly, D., and Scott, K., (2010) “Introduction:
Policing Scotland”, in D.Donnelly and K.Scott
(eds.), Policing Scotland (2nd Edition) Routledge
Gordon, P., (1980) Policing Scotland, Scottish
Council for Civil Liberties
Gorringe, H., & Rosie, M., (2010), “The ‘Scottish’
approach? The discursive construction of a
national police force”, The Sociological Review,
Vol 58(1), pp.65-83
Walker, N., (1999), “Situating Scottish Policing”, in
P. Duff and N. Hutton (eds.), Criminal Justice in
Scotland, Ashgate Publishing
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